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OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  NINTH  CHAPTER 
OF  THE  ROMANS 

The  principal  ihiiiK  that  requires  to  be 
settled  in  this  chapter  is,  what  kind  ofc/cc- 
tion  and  refirttkation  (he  »po9tle  is  arguing 
about  :  whether  election  by  the  absolute 
decree  and  purpose  of  God.  to  eternal  life ; 
an  *  refirohation.  by  a  like  absolute  decree, 
to  eternal  misery  :  or  only  elet  tion  to  the 
firesent  firiviieges  and  external  advanta^ 
ges  of  the  kingdom  of  God  in  this  world  : 
and  refirobation.  or  rejection,  as  it  signifies 
the  not  being  favoured  wi’tj  those  firiviU^ 
ges  lud  advantages.  I  think  it  demonstra¬ 
bly  clear,  that  it  is  the  latter  election  an4l 
Injection  (he  apostle  is  discoursing  on,  and 
not  the  former,  as  the  following  considera¬ 
tions  appear  to  me  to  demonstrate. 

I.  The  subject  of  the  apos(le*s  argu- 
gument  is  manifestly  such  orivileges  as  are 
enumerated,  verse  4,5  frho  are  Israelites^ 
to  whom  /tertains  the  ado/ition^  &c.  From 
thes^  privileges,  he  supposes  the  Jews  had 
fallen,  or  would  fall ;  or.  that  for  a  long 
time  they  would  be  defirived  of  the  benefit 
of  them.  For  it  is  with  regard  to  the  loss 
of  those  privileges  that  he  was  so  mu<  h  con¬ 
cerned  for  his  brethren,  his  kinsmen  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  flesh,  ver.  2,  3.  And  it  is  with 
reference  to  their  being  stripped  of  these 
privileges,  that  he  vindicates  the  word  and 
righteousness  of  God,  verse  24  IsTot  as 
though  the  word  of  God  had  taken  no  ef 
fect^  or  failed,  &c.  proving  that  God,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  purpose  of  election,  was  free 
to  confer  them  upon  any  branch  of  Abra¬ 
ham's  family.  Con«cquenily,  those  privi¬ 
leges  were  the  singular  blessings  which, 
by  the  fiurfiose  of  God.  according  to  elec- 
tion^  not  of  works,  but  of  him  that  calleth^ 
were  conferred  upon  Jacob’s  posi-.rity. — 
But  those  privileges  were  only  such  as  the 
whole  body  of  the  Israelites  enjoyed  luthis 
world,  while  they  were  the  church  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  God :  and  such  privileges  as  they 
might  afterward  lose ;  or  of  which  t])ey 
might  be  defirived.  Therefore,  the  clec- 
tioo  of  Jacob’s  p^^sterity  to  those  privileges 
was  not  .in  absolute  election  to  eternal  life. 

II.  Agreeably  to  the  fiurfiose  of  God 
according  to  election  it  was  said  unto  Re¬ 
becca,  the  elder  shaH  serve  the  younger^ 
meaning  the  fiosterity  of  tho  elder  and  the 
younger ;  for  Geo.  xxv.  23.  The  Lord  said 
unto  her^  Two  nations  are  in  thtf  womby 


and  two  manner  of  people  ska  I  be  sefia^ 
rated  frotn  thy  bowels  ayid  the  one  peo¬ 
ple  shall  be  stronger  than  the  other  peo¬ 
ple  •  and  the  elder  shall  serve  the  youn* 
ger  These  are  the  wordt  which  aig  ifjf 
the  fiurfiose  of  God  according  to  electioUm 
Therefore,  the  election  refers  to  Jacob’s 
posterity^  or  the  whole  nation  of  Israel.^ 
But  all  the  nation  of  Israel  were  oot  abso¬ 
lutely  elected  to  eternal  life.  Therefore^ 
the  purpose  of  God  according  to  electiony 
referred  to  temfioral  and  not  to  eternal  bles¬ 
sings  ;  and  was  a  privilege  of  which  they 
might  be  deprived. 

in  Agreeably  io  the  fiurfiose  of  Goi 
according  to  election^  it  was  said  to  Rebec¬ 
ca.  the  elder  sh  .11  serve  ^he  younger  :  but 
to  serve,  in  Scripture,  never  .ncant  to  be 
ettrnally  damned  in  the  world  to  come  — 
Consequently,  the  opposite  blessings  be¬ 
stowed  upon  the  postcrify  of  the  y<»ungcr, 
could  not  be  eternal  salvation  ;  but  certaia 
privileges  in  ihi^  life.  Therefore,  the  pur¬ 
pose  according  to  election,  refers  to  those 
privileges ;  and  the  servitude  does  oot  im¬ 
ply  everlasting  perdition 

IV  The  election  the  apostle  speaks  of^ 
is  nut  of  works  ver.  ll.  but  of  (he  mere 
will  of  God.  arbo  calls  and  invites  ;  and  re¬ 
fers  to  no  qualifications  in  the  persons  thus 
elected  and  called :  but  in  no  part  of  tho 
Sacred  Writings  is  fiual  salvation  ^aid  to 
be  given  to  any  who  arc  not  qualfied  by 
holiness  to  receive  and  enjoy  it  Thc»^- 
fore.  election  (o  eternal  glory  cannot  be 
what  the  apostle  speaks  of  in  this  epistle. 

V.  The  election^  of  which  the  spostlo 
speaks,  took  place,  first  in  Abraham  and  his 
seed,  before  his  seed  was  bom  ;  and  then 
(secluding  Ishmael  and  all  his  posterity,) 
in  Isaac  and  his  seed  before  th^y  were 
born.  \nd  then  secluding  Esau  and  all 
his  posterity,  in  Jacob  and  his  seed  before 
they  were  born.  But  the  Scripture  no 
where  represents  eternal  life  s  bestowed 
upon  any  family  or  race  of  men  in  this  man¬ 
ner.  Therefore,  this  election  mentioned 
by  the  apostle,  cannot  be  an  eleciioo  unto 
eternal  life. 

VI.  Vessels  of  mercy,  ver.  2.3.  are  man¬ 
ifestly  opposed  to  v'‘8s*ls  of  w^a^h  ver  22. 
The  vessels  of  mercy  are  the  whole  body 
of  the  Jews  and  Gentiles  who  wer^*  caHed 
or  invited  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  uodex 
the  Gospelj  ver.  24.  consequently  the  vp- 
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iels  of  Kvrath^  are  the  whole  body  of  the  tin- 
^believing'  Jewi,  So  in  ver.  30,  31.  the 
whole  body  of  believing^  Gentiles^  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  God’s  purpose  of  election#  had 
attained  justification,  are  opposed  to  the 
'wh(A.e  body  of  the  Israelites^  who  came 
'aliort  of  it.  But  men  shall  not  be  received 
into  eternal  life,  or  subject  to  eternal  dam¬ 
nation')  at  the  last  day,  in  collective  bodies  ; 
*but  according  o^/iarticular  persons^  in  those 
bodies,  have  acted  well  or  ill  Therefore, 
this  election  is  not  of  these  particular  bod* 
unto  eternal  life,  &c. 

VII.  Whoever  carefully  peruses  the 
ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  chapters,  will  find, 
that  those  who  have  not  believed,  chap.  xi. 
31  are  the  present  lejeclcd  Jews  ;  or  that 
Israel  to  whom  blindness  hath  happened 
in  party  ver.  25.  the  same  who  felly  and  on 
whom  God,  hath  shown  severity  ;  ver.  22. 
the  same  with  the  natural  branches  whom 
-God  spared  not ;  ver,  21.  who  were  broken 
offlxom  the  olive  tree;  verses  20,  19,  and 
17.  who  were  cast  away  ;  verse  13.  who 
Vitro  diminished  Md  fallen;  ver.  12.  who 
had  stumb'edy  ver.  1 J.  who  were  a  disobe^ 
dient  and  gainsaying  people;  chap.  x.  21. 
who  being  ignorant  of  God's  right consnessy 
went  about  to  establish  their  own  ;  ver.  5* 
because  they  sought  rigiiteousness  not  by 
faith,  but  as  it  were  by  tho  works  of  the  law ; 
chap,  ix.'  32  and  therefore,  has  not  attained 
to  the  law  of  righteousness;  ver.  31.  the 
same  people  spoken  of  in  all  these  places, 
are  the  vessels  of  wrath  ftied  for  destruc¬ 
tion;  ver  22  and  the  same  for  whom  Paul 
had  great  heaviness  and  continual  sorrow 
of  heart ;  ver.  2,  3.  in  short,  they  arc  the 
unbelieving  nation,  or  people  of  Israel  ;  and 
it  is  with  regard  to  the  reprobation  or  re¬ 
jection  of  this  people,  that  he  is  arguing, 
and  vindicating  the  truth,  justice,  and  wis¬ 
dom  of  God,  in  this  ninth  chapter. 

Now,  if  we  turn  back  and  review  those 
three  chapters,  we  shall  find  that  the  apos¬ 
tle,  chap.  X.  1.  heartily,  desired  and  prayed 
that  those  same  reprobated  and  rejected 
people  of  Israel  might  be  saved ;  he  affirms 
that  they  had  not  stumbled  so  as  to  fall  fi¬ 
nally  and  irrevocably  ;  chap.  xi.  11.  that 
they  should  again  have  a  fulness;  ver  12. 
that  they  should  be  received  again  into  the 
church  ;  ver.  15.  that  a  holiness  still  be¬ 
longed  to  them;  verse  ifi.  that  if  they  did 
not  still  abide  in  unbelief y  they  should  bo 
graffed  into  their  own  olive  tree  again  ; 
ver.  23,24.  that  blindness  had  hapn  ned 
unto  them  only  for  a  »iinc,  till  the  fulness 
of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in  ;  verse  25.  and 
then  he  proves,  from  Scripture^  that  all 


Israely  all  those  nations  at  present  under 
blindness,  shall  be  saved \  ver.  26,  27.  that 
as  louchif^g  the  (original)  election  they  were 
still  beloved  for  the  fathers*^  the  patriarchs* 
sake;  ver.  28  thcU  in  their  case,  the  gifts 
and  callirig  of  God  were  without  repent^ 
ance\  ver.  29.  that  through  our  (the  be¬ 
lieving  Gendlcs’)  mercy,  they  shall  at 
length  obtain  mercy y  ver.  31.  All  these 
several  things  are  spoken  cf  that  Israel, 
or  the  body  of  the  people  concerning  whose 
rejection  the  apostle  argues  in  the  ninth 
chapter.  And,  therefore,  the  rejection  which 
he  argues  about,  cannot  be  absolute  repro^ 
bation  to  eternal  damnation  ;  but  to  their 
being,  as  a  nation,  stripped  of  those  honors 
and  privileges  of  God's  peculiar  church 
and  kingdom  in  this  worlds  to  which,  at  a 
certain  future  period,  they  shall  again  bt 
restored. 

VIII.  Once  more:  whoever  carefully 
peruses  those  three  chapters  will  find,  that 
the  people  who  in  times  past  btHeved  not 
God,  but  have  now  obtained  mercy  through 
the  unbelief  of  the  Jewsy  chap.  xi.  30  aro 
the  whole  body  of  the  believing  Gentiles  : 
the  same  who  were  cut  out  of  the  olive 
tree  which  is  wild  by  nature  ;  and  wxrc 
grafftdy  contrary  to  nature y  into  the  good 
olive  tree,  ver.  24.  17  the  same  to  whom 
God  hath  shown  goodness,  verse  22  the 
WORLD  that  was  reconciled,  verse  15.  the 
GENTILES  who  were  enriched  by  the  di* 
miniahing  of  the  Jews,  ver.  12.  to  whom 
salvation  came  through  their  fall^  ver.  2 1. 
the  Gentiles  who  had  attained  to  righteous* 
ness*  (justification,)  chap  ix.  30  who  had 
not  been  Gods  pedpley  nor  beloved ;  but 
now  were  his  people^  belovcdy  and  children 
of  the  living  God,  ver.  25;  26.'  even  us 
whom  he  hath  called,  not  of  the  Jews  only, 
hut  also  of  the  GentileSy  ver  24.  who  are 
the  vessels  oj  his  mercy ^  on  whom  God  has 
made  known  the  richer  of  his  glory,  verse 
23  the  vessels  made  unto  honour y  ver.  2  1. 
He  speaks  of  ihr  same  body  of  men  in  all 
these  places  :  namely,  of  the  believing  Gen- 
tiles  principally,  but  not  excluding  the 
small  remnant  of  the  believing  Jewsy  who 
were  incorporated  with  them.  And  it  is 
this  body  of  men,  whose  calling  and  elec* 
iion  he  is  proving,  in  whose  case  the  pur* 
pose  of  Gvd  according  to  election  stands 
good,  chap,  ix  1 1.  And,  who  arc  the  chil* 
dren  of  the  promise y'that  are  counted  for 
the  seed,  ver.  8.  these  are  the  electiony  or 
the  elect. 

Now,  concerning  this  called  or  elect  body  of 
people,  or  any  particular  person  belonging 
>  to  this  body,  the  apostle  writes  thu8|  chap. 
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XU  20—22,  ^  well,  because  of  unbelief,  they 
(the  Jews)  were  broken  off,  (reprobated, 
rejected,)  and  thou  standest  (in  the  church 
among  God’s  called  and  elect,)  by  faith  :  be 
not  high-minded,  but  fear.  For  if  God 
spared  not  the  natural  branches  (the  Jews) 
take  [ifed  lest  he  also  spare  not  thee,  (the 
Gentiles.)  Behold  therefore  the  goodness 
and  severity  of  God  i  on  them  (the  JewsJ 
which  fell,  severity  ;  but  towards  thee,  (be¬ 
lieving  Gentiles)  goodness  ;  if  thou  con¬ 
tinue  in  his  goodness;  otherwise  thou  also 
shall  be  cut  off,’  rejected,  reprobated.  This 
proves,  that  the  calling  and  election,  for 
which  the  apiostle  is  arguing  in  the  ninth 
chapter  is  not  absolute  election,  unto  eter¬ 
nal  life,  but  to  the  present  privileges  of  the 
church  ;  the  honours  and  advantages  of 
God’s  peculiar  people  ;  which  election, 
through  unbelief  and  misimprovement,  may 
be  rendered  void,  and  come  to  nothing. 

From  thus  carefully  considering  the 
apostle’s  discourse,  and  taking  in  his  scope 
and  design,  and  weighing  the  different  ex¬ 
pressions  he  uses,  in  connexion  with  the 
Scripture  facts  and  Scripture  phrases  cm-r 
ployed  in  describing  those  facts  :  we  naust 
*  be  fully  convinced,  that  the  doctrines  of 
eternal,  absolute,  unconditional  election  and 
reprobation,  have  no  place  here  ;  and  that 
nothing  but  a  prE'Kstablishkd  creed, 
and  a  total  inattention  to  the  apostle’s  sco/ie 
and  design^  could  ever  have  induced  men 
to  bend  these  scriptures  to  the  above  pur¬ 
pose;  and  thus  to  endeavor  to  estalish,  as 
articles  of  faith,  doctrines,  which,  far  from 
producing  glory  to  God  in  the  high- 

FST,  AND  PEACE  AND  GOOD  WILL  AMONG 
MEN,  have  filled  the  church  of  (lod  with 
contention,  set  every  mao’s  sword  against 
his  brother,  and  thus  done  the  work  of 
lyon  in  the  name  of  Christ.  If  men  will 
maintain  these,  and  such  like,  for  Serr/: ru¬ 
ral  doctrines,  (doctrines  repugnant  to  the 
Divine  nature,)  it  is  but  reasonable  to  re¬ 
quest  that  it  be  done  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Gospel,— Dr.  Clarke, 

WHAT  IS  PREACHING  CHRIST? 

It  is  not  teaching*  that  only  a  small^  un¬ 
certain  number  among  Christians,  are  ar¬ 
bitrarily  redeemed^  elected^  called,  ado/i- 
ted^  born  again^  or  regcneraled  ;  and  that 
all  the  rest  arc  by  a  sovereig7i,  absolute, 
and  eternal  decree,  p^assed  by  or  repro¬ 
bated,  These  arc  no  principles  ot  Chris¬ 
tianity,  but  stand  in  direct  cootradiction  to 
them,  and  have  drawn  a  dark  veil  over  the 
grace  of  the  Gospel,  sunk  the  Christian 
Horld  into  an  abject  state  of  fear,  and  a  false 
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superstitious  humility ;  and  thrown  minis* 
ters  into  endless  absurdities.  It  is  such 
doctrines  as  these  that  have  misre presented 
the  Christian  religion;  harassed  the  Chris¬ 
tian  world  endlessly,  by  blending  and  con¬ 
founding  men’s  understandiugs,  and  embit¬ 
tering  their  spirits ;  and  have  been  the 
reason  of  calling  in  a  false  kind  of  learning, 
logic,  metaphysics,  and  school  divinity,  in 
order  to  give  a  colour  of  reason  to  the 
grossest  absurdities  ;  and  to  enable  divines 
to  make  a  plausible  show  of  supporting  and 
defending  palpable  contradictions. 

TlihrL^ 
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LUTHER’S  mONUMENT. 

An  extract  from  a  Wittenbergh  journal 
of  the  first  of  November  1821,  containing 
an  account  of  the  solemnities  attending  (he 
dedication  of  Luther’s  Monument. 

We  have  frequently  regretted  that  in 
the  course  of  time,  so  many  memorials, of 
Luther’s  life  and  actions  have  been  rema- 
ved  from  this  place,  and  are  wholly  destroy¬ 
ed.  Bat  it  is  now  gratifying  to  behold  an 
elegant  and  stately  monument  recently  lercc, 
ted  within  the  walls  of  our  city  and  will 
probably  endure  for  many  succeeding  cen¬ 
turies.  This  monument  has  been  erected 
at  the  market  place.  Its  base  is  composed 
of  Brandenburgh  granite  polished  in  a  su¬ 
perior  style.  Its  four  sides  contain  plates 
of  brass  with  appropriate  inscriptions.  Up¬ 
on  its  base,  which  is  several  feet  high,  rises 
a  gothic  canopy,  constructed  of  cast  iron, 
which  covers  a  colossal  bronze  statue  of 

,  _  4 

the  Reformer,  with  an  open  Bible  in  his 
liands.  The  plan  of  the  whole  is  judicious¬ 
ly  and  tastefully  arranged,  and  the  fabrick 
itself,  which  extends  to  a  height  of  about 
thirty  feet  has  been  executed  with  industry 
and  care.  The  materials  were  furnished 
by  the  Mansfcldl  association,  and  the  foun¬ 
dation  stone  was  laid  by  his  Majesty  Fred¬ 
erick  William,  King  of  Prussia,  on  the  3 1st 
October,  1817,  and  the  same  day  of  the 
present  year  was  appointed  for  its  dedica¬ 
tion.  Many  preparations  were  made  by 
the  municipal  authorities  for  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  this  festival.  The  streets  which 
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filoce  Ihe  perilous  times  when  our  cKy  wss 
t^esicgedy  appeared  cheerless  and  desolate, 
were  again  iliuoioatcd  ;  cleanliness  and  or¬ 
der  adoraed  the  citj.  And  many  which 
the  calaiTWties  of  war  had  driven  from  their 
homes,  now  for  the  first  time  returned  to 
their  families  and  frienda,  by  whom  they 
were  joyfully  received. 

Many  distinguished  strangers  from  the 
\  eurrounding  provinces  and  countrieSf  en¬ 
tered  the  city  on  the  evening  bc^m  the  day 
appointed  for  the  celebration.  Our  ears 
were  saluted  by  the  joyful  ittrains  with 
which  the  students  of  diiTerent  Universities 
chanted  their  Hymns  as  they  entered  the 
city*  and  passed  through  our  streets.  Jena, 
Berlin  and  Halle,  but  more  especially  Le- 
ipsic)  sent  us  a  number  of  their  litf^rary 
members.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  the 
multitude  could  be  harbored  io  the  city. 

The  oighi  passed,  and  pure,  like  the  de¬ 
sign  of  the  days  celebration,  were  the  rays 
which  the  rising  sun  reflected  on  the  vari¬ 
ous  objects  around  us.  At  five  o’clock  in 
the  morning  the  celebration  commenced  : 
Luther*^  hymn,  £ine  feste  Burg,  ist  uueer 
Gott/'  was  sounded  by  a  great  variety  of 
voices  and  instruments  from  every  tower 
io  the  city  ;  which  was  succeeded  by  the 
deep-tooed  melody  of  the  ^lls  that  were 
simultaneously  rung  throughout  the  city. 

*  At  eight  o’clock  the  Rev.  Doct.  Heubner 
entered  the  pulpit  of  the  city  church  and 
delivered  an  eloquent  and  impressive  dis¬ 
course  to  a  crowded  audience.  He  spoke 
of  the  merits  of  Luther,  and  adverted  to 
the  many  advantages  which  we  had  derived 
from  the  liberal  and  enlightened  principles 
he  advocated  and  defended,  while  he  lived 

f  •  • 

and  taught  in  this  city.  He  exhorted  his 
bearers  to  shew  their  respect  for  his  mem- 
ory  by  pious  conduct,  that  they  might  be¬ 
come  an  example  to  all  Evangelical  Chris¬ 
tians,  and  render  their  city  a  true  Witten¬ 
berg,  that  is,  a  tvhiu  Mil;  like  the  city  in 
the  gospel.  At  ten  o’clock  the  assembled 
multitude  fiUed  the  Castle  Church,  which 
had  risen  in  the  greatest  splendiiur  from 
laic  devastatioDs.  Here  the  Rev.  Dr. 


Schlcuancr  addressed  his  bearers  in  a  most 
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eloquent  manner  on  the  subject  of  Lutheu’s 
merits  as  translator  of  the  Holy  Scripturcfi, 
and  compared  the  former  veneration  ter  the 
scriptuies  to  the  neglect  and  Indifferenco 
with  which  it  has  of  late  become  so  cus¬ 
tomary  to  treat  them.  Io  conclusion  was 
•ung  one  of  Haydn’s  elegant  pieces  of  sa¬ 
cred  music,  conducted  by  the  meritorious 
chorister  Mothschidler. 

According  to  previous  arrangements,  a 
procession  was  now  formed  at  (be  Castle 
Circle  in  rbe  following  order: — 

1.  The  female  scholars,  headed  by  their  tea¬ 
chers  dressed  in  white  with  green  sashes. 

2.  The  members  of  the  ecclesiastical  Sem¬ 
inary— the  Teachers  of  ihr  Universi¬ 
ties— all  the  Clergy,  and  Supenntend- 
ants  of  the  ecclesiastical  Semiuary. 

3.  The  Municipal  Abthorities. 

4.  The  tifficers  of  Government. 

5.  PiBtinguished  foreigners ;  Representa¬ 
tives  from  the  Universities  ;  Profes¬ 
sors  Marhcintcke  and  Lichteostein  of 
Berlin,  Professors  Niemeycr  and  Gru¬ 
ber  of  Halle. 

4.  Representatives  from  the  King,  viz.— ^ 
Von  Vinckt,  Von  Mos,  &c. 

7.  The  Students  cl  Universities — the  roalo 
scholars  headed  by  their  teachers. 

In  this  order  and  while  the  bells  were 
ringing,  the  procession  proceeded  to  ibo 
Market  Place,  where  the  monument  is  erec¬ 
ted.  Here  the  procession  formed  a  large 
circle  on  the  south  of  the  monument*  since 
Luther’s  statue  faces  in  that  direction,  ex¬ 
pressive  of  the  hope  that  the  light  of  the 
Gospel  may  also  pcneirate  those  regions. 
The  space  around  the  monument  was  en¬ 
closed  by  a  railing  and  a  military  guard, 
placed  there  for  that  purpose.  The  exer¬ 
cises  commenced  by  singing,  “  Eine  feste 
Burg,  ist  unscr  Goii.”  Tlre^scenc  was 
peculiarly  impressive,  the  efTct  indisciiba- 
ble— it  reached  every  heart  in  the  assem¬ 
bly.  The  statue  was  still  concealed  by  a 
curtain  which  was  drawn  around  it.  Full 
of  expectation,  the  eyes  of  the  whole  mul¬ 
titude  were  directed  fo  iho  Orator,  who 
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grts  placed  within  the  aret  of  the  mmiument. 
This  Orator  was  the  Rrv  Don.  Ritznch, 
who  spoke  in  a  most  powerful  and  iffcct- 
manner,  he  obserycd«  vfhen  thry  viewed 
the  statiic  of  the  illustrious  man,  whom  they 
had  a«scmbled  to  honor,  they  were  furnish¬ 
ed  with  the  stronfjest  inducements  to  exert 
themselves,  that  all  Evangelical  Churches 
might  be  united  in  true  Christian  loyc. — 
The  Orator  then  having  raised  his  voice 
that  he  might  be  more  distinctly  heai*d,  ad¬ 
dressed  himself  to  Luther.  The  curtain, 
which  had  hitherto  concealed  from  the  eyes 
of  »he  spectators  the  object  of  their  chief 
ioliritudc,  instantly  vanished,  and  with  the 
fl(»urish  of  the  trumpets,  the  m.'gnifircnt 
statue  of  Luther  suddenly  hu^st  upm>  the 
view  of  ao  rnraptur  d  multitude.  About 
one  oVIock  the  assembly.  a*tef  having  sung 
another  hymn,  began  to  disperse 

The  afternoon  was  spent  in  vi^^iiing  the 
rooms  of  Luther  aod  Melancthon.  and  the 
Oak  which  is  rooted  to  the  spot  where  the 
Papd  Bull  was  cennmitted  to  fhc  H  imes. 

In  the  evening  the  city  was  illuminated. 
The  cross  which  was  suspended  several 
hundred  feet  in  'he  air,  between  the  steeples 
of  the  city  Church*  msde  an  admirable  ap¬ 
pearance.  AmoDg  the  numerous  transpa¬ 
rencies  which  were  publicly  exhibited, 
there  were  two  which  particularly  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  crowds  who  were  pasr 
sing  through  the  streets.  The  first  was 
Luther’s  arms,  exhibited  at  the  former  Au¬ 
gustan  Monastery,  where  Luther  had  his 
cell.  His  arms  consisted  of  a  white  rose, 
enclosing  a  crimson  heart  with  a  black 
cross.  The  other  transparency  was  exhi¬ 
bited  in  another  part  of  the  city,  opposite 
to  the  City  Hall,  which  was  brilliantly  il¬ 
luminated.  On  a  house  with  a  faint  illumi* 
oation*  a  circumstance  contribuwng  niuch 
to  its  effect,  was  seen  the  inscription  “  Das 
Lctherthum  rs  ubbervtra  »let  ye- 

DE  HeLLE  ;  DRANG  ES  AUCH  NUR  HER- 
VOR  AUS  EINVR  DUNKLEN  ZkLLE.**  LU¬ 
THER  ANI.-M  KX  ELS  IN  BRIGHT¬ 
NESS  EVERY  LiGHT,  ALTHOUGH 
IT  FlttS  l  PROCEEDED  FROM  A 


DARK  CELL.  Among  the  various  ccl- 
ebra»i<*Qs  of  »hc  evening,  the  Wittenberg 
Academical  cck brwtion,  which  was  institu¬ 
ted  by  Professor  Z»  une,  «  uative  of  Wit- 
tenhergi  deserves  to  be  particularly  ooticed* 
This  celehrafiori  was  attended  by  forty-six 
former  members  of  the  Wittenberg  Uni¬ 
versity.  ten  guest  which  formerly  belonged 
to  the  University  ot  Lctpsic,  Halle,  Mar¬ 
burg,  Gottingin,  and  a  young  gentleman 
from  Scotla(#d,  residing  at  Edinburgh.  Tbe 
celebration  was  commeMied  with  a  very 
pathetic  address  by  Professor  Zeuoe  and 
the  hymn  Einc  teste  Burg  ”  8cc.  which 
was  sounded  with  the  trumpets.  In  the 
course  of  the  celebration,  both  Sovereigns, 
Frederick  .\ugUHtus  and  F  cHcrick  Will¬ 
iam  were  re:3pecttully  and  solemnly  toast¬ 
ed.  Several  appropriate  odcfc  were  suog 
by  Messrs.  Houwald.  Mueller.  Voss,  and 
Z*  une.  and  thus  ended  the  ceb  brstion 
ot  this  day  of  Christian  devotion  and  pious 
exultation. 

TO  THE  PATRONS  OF  THE 

EVANGELICAL  LUMINARY. 

This  number  will  complete  the  first* 
volume  of  the  Evangelical  Luminary, 
consisting  of  twelve  numbers,  each  num¬ 
ber  containing  eight  pages  in  the  royal 
octavo  form,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
ninety-six  pages,  which  were  delivered 
to  subscribers  for  fifty  cents. 

Since  the  circulation  of  this  work  has 
been  considembly  extended,  and  a  num- 
her  of  its  patrons  expressed  their  w  ishes 
to  liave  it  enlarged  ;  it  .is  proposed  to 
commence  the  publication  of  the  next 
volume  upon  a  larger  scale,  so  that  each 
number  w  ill  contain  sixteen  pages  w  hich 
w  ill  make  the  next  volume  to  consist  of 
double  the  number  of  pages  contained 
ill  the  first. 

Should  sufficient  encouragement  be 
afforded,  the  Publisher  has  promised  to 
procure  a  new^  type  and  excellent  paper, 
so  that  the  w  ork  may  be  executed  in  a 
superior  style. 

The  object  of  this  publication,  as  stated 
in  the  first  number,  was  to  exhibit  and 
refute  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the  Calvin- 
istic  system  <»f  theology*.  To  this  de¬ 
sign,  the  numbers  which  have  hitbertw 
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been  published  have  chiefly  been  devo¬ 
ted.  However  illiberal  the  object  of 
this  work  may  have  appeared  to  such, 
who  >vcre  unacquainted  with  the  pecu¬ 
liar  circumstances  under  which  its  pub¬ 
lication  was  first  commenced,  still  it  af¬ 
fords  the  Editor  much  satisfaction  to  re-  . 
mark,  that  the  work  has  been  fully  sus¬ 
tained  by  those  who  have  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
aggravating  causes,  w  hich  led  to  its  pub¬ 
lication.  Although  many  fiilse  imputa.- 
tions  have  been  cast  upon  the  character 
of  this  work  by  those  w  ho  found  it  their 
interest  to  endeavor  to  misrepresented 
and  suppress  it ;  yet  no  one  has  been 
able  to  point  out  a  single  instance,  w  here 
the  Luminary  has  misrepresented  the 
principles  it  has  had  occasion  to  defend  ; 
or  falsely  interpreted  the  religious  doc-, 
trines  w  hich  it  was  designed  to  oppose. 
It  w  as  not  the  design  of  the  Editor  w  hen 
he  commenced  this  publication,  to  pro¬ 
voke  personal  controversy,  much  less  in¬ 
jure  the  feelings  of  any  one  to  w  hom  he 
is  opposed  in  sentiment ;  and  he  regrets 
to  sav.  that  in  one  instance  he  ^Yas  com- 
pelled  to  notice  the  conduct  of  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  by  whom  the  character  of  this 
w  ork  w  as  wantonly,  and  as  he  has  rea¬ 
son  to  believe,  maliciously  assailed.  He 
sincerely  hopes,  that  such  an  instance 
may  never  again  occur,  and  that  the  Lu¬ 
minary  may  hereafter  be  permitted  to 
take  its  course,  without  being  molested 
by  the  vain  attempts  of  visionary  enthu¬ 
siasts  to  excite  prejudices  against  it — op¬ 
pose  its  circulation  and  by  that  means 
avoid  the  consequences  w  hich  they  seem 
to  view  with  so  many  dreadful  appre¬ 
hensions. 

Hitherto,  the  Editor  has  strictlv  ad- 
hered  to  the  object  with  w  hich  this  pub¬ 
lication  was  commenced.  He  has  con¬ 
fined  himself  to  the  subject  of  Calvinism. 
A\  ith  a  very  few  exceptions,  he  has  in-r 
serted  nothing  in  his  pages  but  what  had 
a  direct  relation  to  this  subject.  He  has 
excluded  several  communications  on  sub¬ 
jects  of  importance,  which  he  would 
gladly  have  inserted,  had  not  the  many 
materials  w  ith  which  lie  was  constantly 
pressed  for  publication,  and  the  circum¬ 
scribed  limits  of  his  work  prevented  him. 
Should tlie  Evangelical  Luminary,  there¬ 


fore  be  continued,  its  object  w  ill  bcconio 
more  general.  It  is  the  design  of  the  Ed¬ 
itor,  liercaftcr  to  invite  the  attention  of 
Ills  readers  to  such  general  subjects  of 
Religion,  in  which  all  who  profess  the 
Christian  faith  ought  to  feel  equally  in¬ 
terested,  and  deserve  the  serious  consid¬ 
eration  of  Christians  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions.  He  expects  to  furnish  his  readers 
with  expositions  of  the  most  diflTicult  pa<i- 
sages  of  scripture,  which  may  serve  to 
exhibit  and  illustrate  some  of  the  most 
important  doctrines  revealed  in  the  word 
of  God  ;  w  ith  historical  extracts  show  ing 
the  state  of  Religion  at  diflerenl  times  in 
various  parts  of  the  w  orld,  and  w  ith  bio¬ 
graphical  sketches  of  individuals,  who 
have  hem  distinguished  in  both  the  an¬ 
cient  and  modern  history  of  the  church. 
He  w  ill  insert  in  the  Luminary,  commu¬ 
nications  on  such  religions  subjects  w  hich 
he  may  deem  interesting  and  profitable 
to  his  readers. 

The  price  of  subscription  for  the  en¬ 
suing  year  will  advance  to  one  dollar, 
payable  in  advance. 

Those  of  our  subscribers,  w  ho  do  not 
wish  to  continue  their  subscription  for 
the  second  volume,  upon  the  terms  as 
above  stated,  are  requested  to  transmit 
their  names,  together  with  their  arrear¬ 
ages,  to  the  Publisher  by  the  first  day  of 
April  next ;  and  those  w  hose  names  w  ill 
not  he  found  w  ith  the  publisher  by  that 
time,  will  be  considered  as  subscribers 
for  the  ensuing  year,  and  continue  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  w  ork  as  formerly,  one  number 
in  each  month. 


RELIGION  IN  GERMANY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  London  Baptist  M a^asintm 
Sir, — Two  piout  German  ministers  of 
the  relorincd  church,  named  J.  Christian 
Rf  iebart,  and  J.  George  Wermclskirk,  gave 
me,  (his  morning,  the  following  account  of 
the  revival  of  rcKgion  in  Germany. 

It  was  not  till  since  the  close  of  the  war, 
that  any  general  altenlion  was  excited  res¬ 
pecting  evangelical  religion.  Five  years 
ago,  there  were  five  or  six  ministers  be¬ 
longing  to  each  of  the  churches  in  Berlin, 
which  anaountto  twenty-one,  but  not  any  of 
them  evangelical  persons ;  now  there  is  no 
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church,  where  there  is  hot,  at  least,  one  pi¬ 
ous  evangelical  pastor,  preaching  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  gospel,  aud  adorning  it  by  their 
conduct. 

In  the  University  of  Berlin,  there  arc 
(hirty  or  forty  pious  students.  One  of  the 
professors,  of  the  name  of  Tholock,  about 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  who  knows  fifteen 
languages,  is  in  the  practice  of  receiving 
these  every  Wednesday  at  his  own  house, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  religious  io- 
struction.  About  ten  of  these  usually  asao- 
ciate  with  my  informant  on  a  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning,  it  the  University,  for  praying  with 
them,  and  for  reading  and  expounding  the 
scriptures.  Four  of  the  professors  in  the 
University  are  pious  evangelical  men.  One 
of  these,  named  Neander,  Profeisor  of  Evan¬ 
gelical  History,  is  a  converted  Jew,  of  good 
reputation,  and  considerable  standing. 

When  Professor  Tholock  was,  some  time 
since  at  Copenhagen,  ho  inquired,  for  a  long 
time  in  vain,  at  the  University,  after  pious 
young  men  :  at  length,  by  accident,  a  per¬ 
son,  who  called  at  the  inn.  was  discovered 
by  him  at  being  of  that  character,  and  he 
introduced  him  to  a  considerable  number 
of  pious  youth,  who  were  earnestly  seeking 
after  God. 

The  pious  students,  who  have  been  men¬ 
tioned  as  at  the  University  of  Berlin,  were 
from  different  German  Universities,  and 
their  sialemcnt  respecting  them  was,  that 
in  all  of  them  there  were  devoted  youths, 
consecrating  themselves  to  the  service  of 
Go<l. 

At  Erlangen,  in  Bavaria^  there  arc  in  the 
University*  three  Professors:  one  of  whom 
has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most 
learned  men  on  the  continent. 

At  Basle,  hi  Switzerland,  they  were  in¬ 
formed  by  one  of  their  companions,  that  in 
the  year  1818  about  twenty  young  men  were 
brought  to  know  the  grace  of  God  in  truth. 
As  they  had  no  evangelical  ineiruciors, 
they  frequently  met  together  for  reading  the 
scriptures  and  prayer.  One  of  these  is  en¬ 
gaged  by  the  London  Society  for  promo¬ 


ting  the  conversion  of  the  Jews;  and  anoth¬ 
er,  "named  Burkhardt,  brother  to  the  late 
excellent  Missionary  of  that  name,  if  an  as¬ 
sistant  minister  with  Or.  Stctnkopff,  in  the 
Savoy,  Loudon. 

At  Albufclt,  in  Prussia,  there  is  a  minis- 
ter  of  the  Lutheran  church,  named  Doeringi 
the  apostle  of  the  age.  He  pays  particular 
regard  to  young  persons.  On  a  Monday 
evening,  ho  collects  at  his  house  about  two 
hundred  unmarried  men;  and  on  a  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening,  about  forty  young  ladiesi 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  religious  in¬ 
struction.  He  is  indefatigable  in  visiting 
the  prisons  and  hospitals^  distributing  reli¬ 
gious  tracts,  and  hasbeeo  the  instrument  o 
the  conversioD  of  many  to  the  knowledge  of 
Christ.  In  all  this  vicinity,  the  churches 
are  supplied  with,  at  least,  twenty  evangel¬ 
ical  pastors.  The  people,  when  they  want 
a  minister,  no  longer  inquire  for  those  who 
are  distinguished  by  their  literature  ;  but 
they  say,  when  one  is  rccoimDended  to  them. 

Is  he  a  pious  minister  P* 

A  person,  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Brunswick,  gave  the  following  account. — 
“  Above  five  years  since,  there  was  not  one 
pious  person  in  all  the  neighbourhood,  nor 
any  evangelical  minister.  T wo  farmers  were 
walking  in  their  fields,  when  one  of  them, 
as  if  his  mind  had  been  instantly  impressed 
with  the  subject,  said,  ‘  We  possess  all  these 
riches  but  we  never  returned  thanks  to 
Cog,  the  giver  of  them.  Surely  we  ought 
to  do  so.  Come,  let  us  kneel  down,  and 
give  thanks  to  God,  and  seek  his  pardon 
and  blessing.’  They  enjoyed  so  much  pleas¬ 
ure  in  this  exercise,  that  they  resolved  to 
meet  at  one  of  their  bouses  on  a  Lord’s- 
day  evening  for  praying  and  searching  the 
scriptures.  Their  wives  soon  united  with 
them.  Others,  who  observed  them  thus 
assemble,  asked  ^  what  are  you  doing  ?  We 
will  meet  with  you/  Thus,  persons  from 
different  villages  were  collected,  till  iho 
room  was  over  crowded.  These  meetings 
were  held  in  other  adjacent  villages,  until 
there  were  ninety  or  an  hundred  serious 
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persons.  At  length,  one.  of  the  Lutheran 
pastors  in  the  neighbourhood  became  ah 
enlightened  maiii  and  now  they  all  attend 
upon  his  ministry;  July  3,  1824. 

PROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  SECRETArV. 

THOUGHTS,  ON  DUaTH. 

Behold  the  spirit  struggling  in  the  ag> 
bnies  of  dissolving  nature  ; — how  does 
she  strive  to  maintain  her  fortress  against 
the  king  of  terrots  ?  If  she  looks  for  aid 
to  earthly  friends  she  receives  no  succor. 
The  eyes  wild,  glaring  and  sightless ;  the 
lips  purple. and  quivering ;  the  pulse  tre¬ 
mulous  and  fluttering ;  the  palsied  limbs, 
the  cold  and  clammy  sweat ;  the  rattling 
phlegm;  the  dying  shrieks,  announce  the 
triumph  of  death !  Cold  as  the  marble, 
the  lifeless  form  has  the  ghostly  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  conquered  victim,  by  the  cru¬ 
el  spoiler.  The  swellings  of  Jordan  waft 
the  spirit  to  that  far  distant  country  fronpi 
whose  bourne  no  traveller  returns. — 
Such  is  the  certain  end  of  all — “  Dust 
thou  art  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return,” 
saith  the  great  arbiter  of  life  and  death. 
But  is  the  Creator  unkind  ?  or  why  this 
awful  sentence  and  this  tremendous  con¬ 
flict  ?  In  the  sacred  volume  we  learn  that 
man  is  a  sinner.  ‘Sin  hath  entered  the 
world  and  death  by  sin  and  so  death  hath 
passed  upon  all,  even  in  that  all  have 
sinnedi’  But  is  there  no  antidote  for 
this  universal  malady  ?  Listen,  to  the 
voice  which  speaketh  from  heaven.— 
‘  Oh  Israel  thou  has  destroyed  thyself, 
but  in  me  is  thy  help  found.’  A  Saviour 
for  guilty  man  is  provided,  ‘  his  blood 
cleanseth  from  all  sin ;  the  sting  of  death 
is  sin,  and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law ; 
but  thanks  be  unto  God  who  giveth  us 
the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.”  Jesus  has  conquered  death 
and  brought  light  and  immortality  to  light 
in  the  gospel,  and  while  this  gospel  re¬ 
veals  the  awful  condition  of  the  obstinate 
and  impenitent  beyond  the  grave — it  al- 
40  speaks  peace  to  the  contrite  soul — it 
reveals  a  Saviour  who  was  baptized  in 
suffering,  who  has  also  felt  the  sharp 
pangs  of  dissolving  nature,  bearing  our 
griefs  and  carrying  our  sorrows,  and  who 
through  death  hath  virtually  destroyed 
him  who  hath  the  power  of  death,  which 
is  the  Devil,  and  laid  a  firm  foundation, 


on  w'hich  his  friends  may  build  their 
hopes  of  eternal  salvation,  so  that  the 
true  believer  may  now  triumphantly  ex¬ 
claim  in  view  of  the  grim  tyrant,  O  death 
W'here  is  thy  sting,  O  grave  where  is  thy 
victory  !  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteous¬ 
ness  and  strength,  he  also  has  become 
iny  salvation, 

O  Christian  fear  not  to  approach  the 
glooniy  vale,  it  is  only  the  shadow  of 
death,  the  substance  is  taken  away ;  the 
sting  is  removed  ;  in  this  dark  entry  the 
star  of  Bethlehem  reflects  his  cheering 
rays,  it  is  the  place  of  triumph  tu  not  des¬ 
pair.  Here  the  Christian  triumphs  over 
his  last  enemy,  his  Imperfections  are  Ibst 
in  this  fiver  of  forgetfulness,  the  shades  of 
death  are  exchanged  for  the  abodes  of 
light,  and  death  is  swallowed  up  in  vic¬ 
tory. 

Jesus  can  ihake  a  dying  bed 
Feel  soft  as  downy  pillows  are ; 

While  on  his  breast  1  lean  my  head 
And  breathe  my  life  out  sweetly  there. 

Fly  then  to  the  Saviour  and  n)ake 
your  judge  your  friend. 

DR.  YOUNG, 

AtTHOR  OF  THE  ‘‘NIGHT  THOUGHTS.’^ 

Dr.  Cotton,  who  was  intimate  with 
him,  paid  him  a  visit  about  a  fortnight 
before  he  was  seized  with  his  last  illness. 
The  old  man’  was  then  in  perfect  health. 
The  antiquity  of  his  person,  the  gravity 
of  his  utterance,  and  the  earnestness  with 
which  he  discoursed  about  religion,  gave 
him,  in  the  Doctor’s  eye,  the  appearance 
of  a  prophet.  They  had  been  deliver¬ 
ing  their  sentiments  upon  Newton’s  Pro¬ 
phecies,  when  Y  oung  closed  the  confer¬ 
ence  thus :  ‘  My  friend  there  are  two 
considerations  upon  which  my  faith  in 
Christ  is  built  upon  a  rock.  The  fall  of 
man,  the  redemption  of  man,  and  the  re¬ 
surrection  of  man,  the  three  cardinal  ar¬ 
ticles  of  our  religion  are  such  as  human 
ingenuity  could  never  have^  invented, 
therefore  they  must  be  divine — the  oth¬ 
er  argument  is  this : — If  the  prophecies 
have  been  fulfilled  (of  which  there  is 
abundant  demonstration,)  the  scripture 
must  be  the  word  of  God  ;  and,  if  the 
scripture  is  the  word^of  God^  Christian- 
ity  must  be  true. 


